
Weber’s Model of Social System

See Turner, Beeghley, and Powers (1998:171)



Weber’s Causal Argument for the Emergence of Capitalism

See Turner, Beeghley, and Powers (1998:167)



Weber's Quasi-Experimental Design in the Study of Religion

	Group
	Step 1
Find "matched" societies in terms of their minimal conditions.
	
	Step 2
Do historical research on their properties before stimulus introduced.
	
	Step 3
Examine the impact of the key stimulus, religious beliefs. 
	
	Step 4
Use historical evidence to assess the impact of the stimulus.


	
	Step 5
View differences between Europe, China, and India as caused by religious beliefs. 

	QUASI-EXPERIMENTAL GROUP
	Western

Europe


	
	Descriptions of Europe (using historical ideal types)


	
	Experiences stimulus with emergence of Protestantism


	
	Modern

capitalism
	
	Western Europe is changed.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	QUASI-

CONTROL GROUP
	China
	
	Descriptions of China (using historical ideal types)


	
	Experiences no stimulus
	
	No 

capitalism
	
	China is much the same as before.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	QUASI-

CONTROL GROUP
	India
	
	Descriptions of India (using historical ideal types)


	
	Experiences no stimulus
	
	No

capitalism
	
	India is much the same as before.


See Turner, Beeghley, and Powers (1998:163)

Turner, Jonathan H., Leonard Beeghley, and Charles H. Powers. 1998. The Emergence of Sociological Theory. 4th ed. Cincinnati, OH: Wadsworth Publishing Company. 
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